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ESCAPE SUBURBIA WITH ‘AMERICAN IDIOT’

The production follows struggling artists Johnny, Will and Tunny as they follow diverging
paths on their journey to find meaning and purpose in their American lives.
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USF ranks higher than ever in ‘U.S. News’ rankings
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

F

or the first time
in history, the
University of South
Florida ranked within the top
100 universities in the United
States.
According to U.S. News
& World Report’s 2022
rankings, USF was deemed
No. 42 among the best
public universities and No.
97 among the best public
and private universities, the
highest ranking the university
has seen.
In the past 10 years, USF
has jumped 46 spots among
public universities and 76
spots among all universities.
This is the most a university
has improved within that time
frame.
Due to its fast climb

in positions, U.S. News
declared USF as the fastestrising university in its 2021
rankings.
President Rhea Law
affirmed that USF has once
again been acknowledged as
“fastest-rising” this year.
“The University of South
Florida is proud to achieve
our highest-ever position in
U.S. News & World Report’s
rankings and to once again
be recognized as America’s
fastest-rising university,”
Law said in a Sept. 12 press
release.
“USF’s standing in the
rankings is a testament to the
hard work and success of our
faculty, staff and students,
who make an impact in our
communities every day. We
will continue to help shape the
future for our society as we
pursue our goal of becoming a

top 25 public university.”
U.S News determines
university rankings using
various metrics which are
then calculated into different
ranking factors. These factors
include student graduation
and retention rates, class
size, student debt, faculty
excellence and academic
reputation.
The report considered
1,500 U.S. bachelor’s degreegranting institutions, the most
examined in the report’s 38
years of existence.
Universities across the
country have considered U.S.
News’ college rankings as a
sign of prestige, but the report
has garnered criticism for its
ranking factors.
Last year’s list sparked
controversy after the
prestigious Columbia
University was revealed to

have submitted manipulated
data to the news source.
In response to the
falsification, the Ivy League
released a statement on Sept.
9 that said, “In some cases,
class size data was previously
reported incorrectly and
not in compliance with the
U.S. News instructions.
While many of Columbia’s
undergraduate classes have
long had under 20 students,
the prior methodologies used
resulted in overreporting
the number of classes with
under 20 students and
underreporting of classes with
between 20 and 29 students.”
Columbia stated it would
not submit undergraduate data
this year as the university
reviews its process. U.S. News
removed Columbia from its
coveted No. 2 spot in the
2021 list and instead marked

the school as “unlisted.”
Despite the critiques, a
2019 study done on firstyear students by UCLA’S
Higher Education Research
Institute showed that 15%
of freshmen said rankings
in national magazines were
“very important” in selecting
their school.
aubrey14@usf.edu
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Story and Photos
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff
uring his recordbreaking football
career at the
University of South Florida,
Auggie Sanchez knew he
wanted to become a head
coach one day.
That dream is now a
reality for the 27-year-old, as
Sanchez kicked off Seminole
High School’s football season
last month as the team’s new
head coach.
The former linebacker,
who leads USF in all-time
career tackles, is excited
for his new leadership role
and looks to turn around a
struggling football program
that hasn’t had a winning
season since 2005.
“Eighteen years of losing
is something we cannot
accept. We are in year zero
and trying to build the
foundation to a successful
program for years to come,”
Sanchez said. “We are
bringing in structure and
discipline. Everything I have

D

USF’s linebacker Auggie Sanchez finds
new home as Seminole High’s coach
ever got in life is on the
backend of hard work. This
won’t be any different.”
Sanchez knows all about
hard work and perseverance.
After his accomplished
football career as a player
came to an end in 2017, the
St. Petersburg native worked
as a graduate-assistant coach
at Florida State University
and later USF, alongside
former Bulls head coaches
Willie Taggart and Charlie
Strong. Sanchez’s dream was
to become the head coach at
USF one day.
But when USF hired coach
Jeff Scott to replace Strong
in 2020, Sanchez was among
the many staff members let
go and disappointedly told the
Tampa Bay Times that he no
longer planned to pursue his
coaching aspirations.
When the Seminole
position opened up this
summer, Sanchez felt the urge
to get back on the sideline. He
ultimately decided his football
journey was not quite over,
but rather he’d begin writing a
new chapter in his book.

The Northeast High
School alumnus believes his
experience as a collegiate
player and coach will allow
him to bring a nuanced
perspective to his new job and
will help create a needed bond
between him and his players.
“I feel I can relate to them
due to my age and having just
been a player not too long
ago. I have been at a level
a lot of kids want to be at,”
Sanchez said. “I believe I can
use football as a tool to help
kids.”
Sanchez considers sports
vital to a young person’s life,
as it helps them to stay in
shape and keeps them off their
phones and out of trouble.
“I think as a society we
need to start pushing and
understanding the importance
of sports and physical activity
again. Kids need it,” he said.
But don’t let that lead
you to believe that Sanchez’s
coaching style is all fun and
games, as he uses the same
intensity instilled in him by
his coaches back at USF.
Seminole’s starting

quarterback and team captain
Colby Outlaw says his
new coach is hard on the
high school players, but he
believes this to be a good
thing.
“He really cares about the
little things, whether it be
keeping your locker clean or
making sure the weight room
is all picked up,” Outlaw said.
“He knows it translates onto
the field. It’s good for all of us
because he expects the best on
every play and rep.”
Outlaw believes that
Sanchez is the right man for
the job and has the skillset to
help turn around the program.
“His experience as a
player helps tremendously,
because not only has he
played at a high level, but he
played recently, so he’s still
very much in touch with the
game,” Outlaw said. “He’s a
great coach and knows what
he’s talking about on both
sides of the ball.”
The Seminole community
feels the same, and Sanchez
appreciates the warm
welcome and support he’s

experienced since walking
through the front doors.
“The parents have been
great. The kids have been
great. This community is one
of the biggest reasons I went
after this job,” Sanchez said.
“I loved being a player, I love
being a coach.”
Sanchez hopes to make the
Seminole community proud,
and he knows that starts by
winning football games.
“The objective every day
is to find a way,” Sanchez
said. “We won’t be making
excuses. Don’t say you can’t
do anything, go find a way to
get it done.”
Seminole High is currently
1-3 this season, with a win
against Dunedin and losses
against Boca Ciega, Tarpon
Springs and Countryside. The
team’s next game is against
Hollins High School on
Friday, Sept. 23.
mksteele1@usf.edu
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Students reflect on their summer
study abroad in Spain
Story and Photos
By Rianna McDonald
Contributor

A

fter years of
hiatus due to the
pandemic, the
anticipated study abroad
program has returned to the
University of South Florida.
This summer, 12 USF
students from all campuses
and majors went to
Salamanca, Spain from July 2
through July 31.
Of the various study
abroad programs that USF
offers; this group of students
decided that Salamanca was
the right place for them due
to their love of the Spanish
language.
Salamanca is home to the
world’s third oldest university,
the University of Salamanca,
and the historic city hosts
many international students
every year, including USF.
This specific study abroad
program catered to fulfilling
language requirements and
additional cultural credits.
Each student had their own
expectations and experiences
during the trip.
Why did you choose this
particular study abroad
program to Salamanca,
Spain over the other options?
Mary Rocha, a sophomore
nursing major, said, “I wanted
to learn more Spanish through
an immersive experience and
this trip was recommended in
my Spanish III class.”
Kerri Davis, a senior
behavioral health major
and Spanish minor, said, “I
chose this program because
I’ve always wanted to study
abroad and I’ve always
wanted to go to Spain. I
figured I may as well combine
those two wishes.”

OPINION

3

How would you describe the
application process? Was the
USF or Spain requirements
difficult for you to meet?
Ariel Wallace, a senior
biomedical science major,
said, “The application process
was simple, but the financial
aid process was not. The
timeline of the processes did
not align with each other, so it
was difficult.”
What would you say was the
trickiest part of the process?
“The requirements for
Spain, particularly the
COVID-19 requirements,”
Rebecca Dunn, a senior
international studies major
said. “Mostly because you
had to fill out part of the form
and then fill out the rest three
days out before the trip.”
“It seemed unfair to have
to apply for and commit to a
program before even having
the opportunity to seek or
secure financial aid for it,”
Wallace said. “Then, we did
not hear decisions about our
aid until months after our
program commitment, and
then suffered for another few
months trying to actually
secure those funds because
greedy USF kept trying to
reduce them.”
Was it easy to find the
agreed-upon rally point once
you landed in Madrid? What,
if anything, can be improved
about the first group meeting
at the airport?
“My plane was the first
to land so we had plenty of
time to find the meetup spot,
but I wouldn’t say it was easy
because the Madrid airport is
confusing. We had to take a
subway to one terminal and
then a bus to another and had

The aqueduct of Segovia is one of the best-preserved elevated Roman
aqueducts and a symbol of the city.
to stop to ask directions along
the way,” Davis said.
“Yes, it was easy for
me because I was with the
professor and several other
students,” Rocha said. “It
would have been better if
everyone was on the same
flight so that we didn’t have
to wait for all the students to
arrive and get their luggage.”
“I think a bus driver should
pick up the students in the
area where their flights came
in from and that is because
Madrid’s airport is difficult to
navigate,” Dunn said.
What was the most surprising
fact you learned about
Salamanca or Spaniards?

“The most surprising fact
about Spaniards is that [they]
do not normally drink water
with ice,” said Dunn. “How
crazy, especially during
summer. It took me a while
before I could find out how
to make ice cubes. I was also
very surprised that they use
water bottles so much. Even
at restaurants.”
What do you appreciate most
in comparison to Salamanca/
Spain and your campus/
United States?
“Although many people
had to adjust to walking, I find
it admirable that everyone
you could possibly need is

within walking distance,”
Wallace said. “It feels good to
not have to worry about gas
or traffic, and also knowing
that there might be a healthier
environmental impact from
the rarity of cars.”
“I appreciate that people in
Spain spend time outside and
appreciate meeting with their
friends and family,” Rocha
said. “In the United States,
people can be too ‘busy’ with
work and other obligations to
spend time with their loved
ones. Also in Salamanca,
everything is within walking
distance, but many activities
in the United States require
some form of transportation
like a car or bus.”
“I loved being in a place
with such rich culture and
history — it’s crazy to be
going into buildings that
have lasted for so many
centuries and thinking about
all the people who walked
there before you,” Davis
said. “I never feel that kind
of historical awe or “ancient
power” in the United States.”
If you are a USF student
interested in applying for a
study abroad program, you
can contact the USF Study
Abroad Office at (813) 9744314 or navigate the website
at https://www.usf.edu/world/
education-abroad/.
Rianna McDonald is a senior
digital communications and
multimedia journalism major
at the St. Petersburg campus

(From left to right) Alanna Bland, Kerri Davis, Mary Rocha, Ariel Wallace and Rebecca Dunn are some of the
students who participated in the summer study abroad program in Spain.
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American Stage kicks off 45th season with
‘Green Day’s American Idiot’
By Sofía García Vargas
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

merican Stage
did it again, this
time as an ode to
punk rock band Green Day’s
“American Idiot” album.
To be honest, I didn’t know
what to expect.
The only other American
Stage production I’ve seen
was “Mamma Mia!,” a
musical based on ABBA’s hit
songs. To me, this play made
sense as there are two movies
based around the music and
a plot that could be easily
conveyed on stage.
However, for the Green
Day installment, it was hard
to understand the concept
of putting together a whole
production based off only one
album, but when I read more
about the context of what was
going on during the time the
album came out, I understood
the potential of the play.
The 2004 album centers
around a chaotic time in
United States history just after
the events of 9/11 and the Iraq
war.
Lead singer Billy Joe
Armstrong sang about
the xenophobia, fear and
propaganda that quickly
spread throughout the
nation, criticizing American
politicians who were using
fear as a controlling device.
Mass media also played
a crucial role in increasing
sensationalism, drifting away
from unbiased journalism
toward actions that satisfied
the agenda of media outlet
ownership.
American Stage’s 2022
production of “Green Day’s
American Idiot” brings those
issues back to light and
makes them relevant again,
especially after the 2016
elections when the nation saw
a rise in public influence and
disinformation through social
media.
The plot follows Johnny,
played by Johnny Shea, a
lower middle-class struggling

artist and his friends Will
and Tunny, played by Nathan
David Smith and Zummy
Mohammed respectively, as
they follow diverging paths on
their journey to find meaning
and purpose in their American
lives.
The “American Dream” is
challenged through the songs
and performances, navigating
through topics such as drugs,
violence and war.
Punk genre is represented
in the costumes and set of the
play, enticing a fun, playful
and engaging aspect for the
audience. The costumes
included leather, denim, metal
spikes, chains and militarystyle boots. The set denotes
a theme of struggle and
survival with limited props
and furniture and no sense of
luxury whatsoever.
The performances of the
cast, from the lead actors to
the supporting roles, were
outstanding. The cast gave it
their all for every song and
that energy transferred to the
crowd as they sang along with
them. Their professionalism
was also exposed when things
didn’t go well, as they carried
on their performance even
when the microphones failed.
Even though dialogue
was limited throughout the
play, whenever it happened it
was humorous and relatable,
bringing the audience back to
their seats after the musical
performances.
Green Day classics
like “Boulevard of Broken
Dreams,” “Holiday,” “21
Guns” and “Wake Me Up
When September Ends” had
the audience singing and
clapping along.
Without giving too much
away, there are a couple of
songs that seem out of place,
bringing a sense of fantasy
and “what the heck just
happened” moments, but the
songs are fun either way.
Make sure to pay attention
to the TV’s in the background,
as the images and videos
displayed on the screen

The musical includes Green Day classics like
‘Boulevard of Broken Dreams,’ ‘Holiday,’ ‘21 Guns’ and
‘Wake Me Up When September Ends.’

The cast of American Stage’s 2022 production of
‘Green Day’s American Idiot.’
provide more context of the
time period the show is based
on.
Whether you are a Green
Day fan or not, I highly
recommend this play. You are
guaranteed a good time and
a new found appreciation for
musical theater.

All photos courtesy of
Chaz D. Photography
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

gavinhadro@usf.edu
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Letters to the Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to
the editor. All submissions should
be no more than 500 words. Writers
must include their full name. All
letters are subject to editing for clarity
and length. Letters can be sent to
sgarciavargas@usf.edu with subject
title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Newspaper theft is a crime.

Zummy Mohammed, Johnny Shea and Nathan David
Smith in American Stage’s 2022 production of ‘Green
Day’s American Idiot.’

Natalie Kruger, Elizabeth Meckler, Analise Rios,
Idan Bar and Mia Massero in American Stage’s 2022
production of ‘Green Day’s American Idiot.’
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A day at the museums

Story and Photos
By Lily Cannon
Crow’s Nest Staff

L

ast Saturday,
crowds of
sunglasses, cameras
and sketchbooks flooded into
the doors of the Museum of
Fine Arts (MFA), the James
Museum and the Dalí.
On Sept. 17, St.
Petersburg celebrated the
Arts Alive! Movement via
free admission to all of
the above establishments,
drawing crowds right up to
closing time.
One of the most popular
sites of the day was the
“Fresh Up” exhibition at the
MFA, a vibrant celebration
from the mind of Bahamian
artist Gio Swaby. Her eyecatching ode to friendship
and Black womanhood is
especially topical since the
city is still recovering from
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The sight of families next
to the colorful tapestries

By Kelah Lehart
Contributor

C

MISC. 5

becomes as much a part of
the exhibition as the actual
artwork.
Another favorite of the
day was the Dalí, which
sold out all of its tickets by
noon. The museum recreated
the history of Surrealism
for its visitors, with a room
dedicated to Paul Éluard’s
rebellious life on the first
floor and Yamandú Canosa’s
avante garde exhibition on
the second.
For the entire Saturday
of Arts Alive!, downtown
St. Petersburg was bustling
with group tours commuting
from exhibition to restaurant
to exhibition again. As the
“Sunshine City” enters
its most popular time for
tourists, aptly named “Snow
Bird” season, the appetite for
art continues to grow.
Next year’s Free
Museum Day promises to be
just as colorful.
lcannon1@usf.edu

Opinion: Connecting with
The Stones & Ourselves

rystals are therapy
tools used to
heighten one’s
awareness of the mind, body
and spirit. They are a form of
mindful meditation.
I have been working
in metaphysical shops for
almost four years and studied
the spiritual properties of
crystals and their healing
effects. As a person who
works with the energy of
crystals, I consider them to
be spiritual medicine for the
soul.
They are their own spirits
in nature and we are their
earthly reflections walking
among the planet’s crust.
When the Earth came
into being, crystals were
formed and to this day, still
manage to shape their way
into existence. They contain
the Earth’s DNA, which is
a chemical imprint created
during the evolution of our
planet.
Each crystal radiates
a vibration or frequency
that was embedded in
their formation, which can
bring healing effects to the
spiritual body.
When we open ourselves
to feel the energies or
vibrations of the crystals and
stones, we can recognize a
familiar blueprint that was
constructed within us since
we, as human species, are a
part of the Earth as well.
Crystals are tools that can
help us develop a deep bond
between ourselves and the
Earth. They can teach us how
to come back to our center

and help us remember our
true essence. They remind
us that we have the capacity
to create a beautiful home
within ourselves, which can
provide healing to the mind,
body and spirit.
For example, a rose
quartz crystal represents the
energies of unconditional
love. By holding this crystal,
we are reminded that we
are love and that vibration
already resides within us.
To feel the energy of a
stone, you must become
receptive to your own senses
and intuition. This allows
you to tap into the crystals’
specific vibration.
First, you have to work
with the stones and their
energies. This can take
time, especially if you’re
doing shadow work for deep
healing and developing selflove.
Second, you should
research and learn about
them. Over the years, I
discovered that the more I
learn and study them, the
more powerful the energy I
have found. Not only is this
due to its placebo effect and
the development of more
knowledge of the stone’s
metaphysical properties, but
also the development of my
own spirituality.
I use the crystals to calm,
balance and protect my
energy.
However, they aren’t
quick fixes that make all
your problems go away.
We should not substitute
crystals for professional
medical advice. Crystals are
not physical or psychological
cures for pain in the body.

Even though the vibrations
can help, we should always
seek medical advice from a
professional doctor.
By developing a deeper
bond with crystals, we can

start a path that helps us
enter a new consciousness
and a new way of being. We
can find new ways of healing
and become enlightened on
our spiritual paths.

Kelah Lehart is a digital
communications and
multimedia journalism major
at the St. Petersburg campus
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What to do this week
By Alisha Durosier
Crow’s Nest Staff
Monday, Sept. 19
Cheer on the Tampa Bay
Rays as they play their first
of three games against the
Houston Astros at 6:40 p.m.
at Tropicana Field Stadium.
Tickets range from $14 to
$130 and can be purchased on
Ticketmaster or SeatGeek.

Tuesday, Sept. 20
From 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The
James Museum, located at
150 Central Ave., is hosting
a night of Smoove Jamz. It is
an evening of art, happy hour
specials and live music by

vocalist and guitarist Mwiza
Simfukwe and saxophonist
Jamal Hasan. The event is included in the $10 admission
fee to the museum.

Wednesday, Sept. 21
USFSP’s Wellness Center
and Campus Recreation is
kicking off its first class of
a three-week cooking series Bulls in the Kitchen.
Each week, from 6:30 to
7:00 p.m., the class will
focus on different cooking
skills including knife skills,
cooking meat and tofu and
experimenting with grains.
Admission is $25 for all three
classes. Seats are limited so

be sure to register on BullsConnect.

Thursday, Sept. 22
Enter a deep state of relaxation with Michela Kim in a
guided Yoga Nidra Session.
Taking place from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m., admission costs
$15 and will take place at
Awakening into Wellness
located at 1990 Central Ave.
Reserve your spot now on
Eventbrite as space is limited.

Friday, Sept. 23
Bring your doggos to watch

the Rowdies play against the
Birmingham Legion F.C. at
7:30 p.m. at the Al Lang
Stadium for Ruff and Rowdies Night hosted by the
Dog Moms of Tampa Bay.
Tickets are $30 and include
a seat in the Bayshore Bark
Lounge and an automatic $5
donation to a dog shelter. For
tickets, direct message the
Dog Moms of Tampa Bay on
Facebook or Instagram.

Saturday, Sept. 24
Have a picnic under the stars
with the Florida Orchestra as
they celebrate their 55th season with their annual Pops in
the Park at 7:30 p.m. at Vi-

noy Park. Tampa Bay Harvest’s annual food drive will
be operating alongside the
concert, so be sure to bring
your non-perishable goods to
donate.

Sunday, Sept. 25
Celebrate Oktoberfest at 3
Daughters Brewing all day.
Located at 222 22nd St. S.,
come in your Tracht and enjoy a German themed menu,
a stein holding competition,
best dressed competitions
and live music from an Oompah band.

What to do Next week
Monday, Sept. 26
Get on the aux from 7 to 9
p.m. at the USC ballrooms
for the AUX cord wars, a
one-on-one battle to see who
has the best playlist. The objective for participants is to
pick a song on stage that corresponds to a predetermined
genre. Winners of each round
will receive prizes.

Tuesday, Sept. 27
Stay on top of your health
by getting tested for HIV. In
front of the SLC a mobile

bus will be parked where you
can walk up and get a free
rapid HIV test with immediate results.

Wednesday, Sept. 28
Prepare for the opening of the
2023-2024 Federal Student
Aid application from 1:00
to 3:30 p.m. in Bayboro
Hall. There will be handouts,
snacks and giveaways in addition to information about
the upcoming FAFSA application.

Thursday, Sept. 29
Valhalla Resale St. Pete is
welcoming all book worms
to come and participate in a
book swap. From 5 to 7 p.m.
at 3010 Central Ave., bring
a minimum of three books to
swap and take as many books
as you brought. Leftover
books will either be used in
another swap or donated.

Friday, Sept. 30
Smile for your photo ID at
Jannus Live for Remi Wolf’s
Gwingle Gwongle Tour with

Orion Sun. Located at 200
1st Ave. N., doors open at 7
p.m. and tickets are available
on StubHub, SeatGeek and
AXS.

Saturday, Oct. 1
Join St. PetersBark for
BARK!toberfest from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. at 2435 9th
St. N. Bring your fur babies
to enjoy vendors, 15% instore discount, goodie bags
and a $500 raffle.

Sunday, Oct. 2
Watch the original, unedited
version of the movie, “The
Rocky Horror Picture
Show,” with a live shadow
cast at the Mahaffey Theatre
at 8 p.m. Located at 400 1st
St. S., the screening features
a memorabilia display, costume contest and interaction
with Barry Bostwick, the
original “Brad Majors.” Tickets are available on Ticketmaster.
alishadurosier@usf.edu
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Meet Tampa Bay’s new Indie
sensation ‘Miróux’

By Alexa Breiding
Contributor

L

ocal band Miróux
achieved a musical
milestone when they
opened for Bon Jovi back in
April at Amalie Arena.
“Playing in an arena is
every musician’s dream; to
play in front of 20,000 people
was just so surreal,” bass
player Sebastian Siaca said.
“We got to see a lot of
things behind the scenes that
you wouldn’t really know
about the tech gear and the
color-coded workers that are
handling our equipment, it
was all next level,” Siaca said.
Miróux is an alternative
indie electric pop band
founded and led by Jonah
Hollander, a student at St.
Petersburg Music Industry
and Recording Arts. Besides
Siaca on bass and Hollander
on vocals, the band is
comprised of Kevin Mendel
on lead guitar, Jazz Goodwin
on drums, and Jessie Daw on
keys and samples.
Some of their more recent
gigs include playing at Jannus

Live in St. Petersburg. The
band also opened for Andrew
McMahon in the Wilderness
at 97X’s Shindig at the end of
August at Jannus Live, where
they performed their new
single “Like This.”
Before the Jannus Live
show, Siaca and the rest of
the band were interviewed by
radio station 97X about their
local rise to fame.
“Being interviewed was
just really great exposure for
us, along with creating good
content for social media.
Jannus Live is probably one
of the best venues in all of
Florida really, definitely in the
St. Pete and Tampa Bay area.
[...] That’s every band’s goal
around here,” Siaca said.
Hollander, the band’s lead
singer and rhythm guitarist,
created Miróux back in 2015.
“I wanted to gain a new
sense of creative freedom
and direction. Back in 2015,
the band had an entirely
different group of people. We
had a small run and played
97X’s Backyard BBQ in
2016, but not too long after,
I met Sebastian and my

other bandmates through the
Ruth Eckerd Hall of Jazz
Conservatory” he said.
Hollander said the idea for
the band’s name came from
his own middle name, Miró.
“I added the “u” and the
“x” to it to differentiate it,
and I personally think it looks
cool, like a design or brand,”
he said.
The band is planning to put
out an album or EP later this
year or in early 2023.
Keep up with the band’s
music and shows through
their Facebook and Instagram
@miroux and Twitter
@mirouxofficial.
All photos courtesy of
Miróux on Facebook
Alexa Breiding is a digital
communications and
multimedia journalism major
at the St. Petersburg campus
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T

he Bulls silenced
a jam-packed
Ben Hill Griffin
Stadium crowd when the
team took a 28-24 lead
over the No. 18 University
of Florida (UF) football
team early in the fourth
quarter, but miscues and
botched plays thwarted the
valiant effort that ultimately
resulted in a 31-28 loss
against the state rival.
Despite a nationally
ranked opponent, roaring
Gainesville crowd of over
88,000 fans and nearly
every critic doubting them,
USF stood strong under
pressure last Saturday night
and showcased its ability to
go the distance with a top

Bulls showcase potential in near
upset over Florida Gators, 31-28
20 team.
The Bulls’ first drive
resulted in a fumble
turnover, and many fans
feared they might have to
relive a similar story to the
51-21 blowout delivered
by No. 25 BYU in the
season opener. But USF
decided to write a new
tale, and delivered the first
touchdown of the game just
a few minutes later with a
Brian Battie rush and ended
the first quarter on top 7-3
with over 100 yards on the
ground.
The Gators reenergized
during the break and came
back with the vengeance
they lacked in last week’s
loss to No. 8 Kentucky.
UF stacked on three
touchdowns and a field
goal in the second quarter,
including a 62-yard rushing

touchdown and pick-six that
overshadowed the Bulls’
two field goals.
USF went down into
halftime 24-13, but the
players’ heads didn’t.
Bulls’ linebacker
Dwayne Bowles struck first
in the second half with an
interception on UF’s initial
drive and returned it to the
18-yard line, which set up a
6-yard rushing touchdown
for quarterback Gerry
Bohanon and a two-point
conversion pass to receiver
Xavier Weaver. The Gators’
lead narrowed to 24-21 at
end the third quarter.
With a little over 11
minutes left in the game, the
Bulls executed a demanding
51-yard drive down the
field and regained the lead
for the first time since the
first quarter with a leaping

endzone dive from Michel
Dukes to put USF ahead
28-24.
UF got the ball back
and drove down to the
other side of the field
in similar fashion, but
USF cornerback Aamaris
Brown ruined the Gators’
touchdown plans with a
goal line interception.
The Bulls seemingly
had the game under control
with seven minutes left
in the fourth quarter, but
Bohanon threw an offbalance lob that resulted in
his second interception of
the night and set the Gators
up within scoring distance,
in which UF capitalized on
and punched in the gamewinning touchdown.
Bohanon and his USF
offense quickly responded
with a last-minute drive,

but a botched snap on third
down pushed the Bulls’
field goal attempt back to 48
yards. USF kicker Spencer
Shrader had been perfect
on the night, including a
49-yarder, but missed the
tying kick after the hold was
dropped before he kicked it.
Despite the loss, the
Bulls showed their steady
work is starting to pay off
and gave fans a spark of
something to look forward
to throughout the rest of the
season.
USF plays next on
Saturday, Sept. 24 at
Louisville, who is coming
off a 35-31 loss against
Florida State University.
mksteele1@usf.edu

